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 At ~1125 h on 17 August 2008 we observed an adult Cteno-
saura oedirhina actively pursue and consume a juvenile Iguana 
iguana. The I. iguana was caught by the posterior region of its 
torso after a short chase, and after some maneuvering the Cteno-
saura proceeded to swallow the Iguana whole from the rear. The 
entire predation event was very rapid, lasting only approximate-
ly three minutes from the initiation of the chase to complete in-
gestion.
 To our knowledge this is the first account of saurophagy in 
Ctenosaura oedirhina. This is a relatively under-studied iguanid 
species, with very few reports concerning its dietary preferences. 
The most reliable of available accounts is found in the proposal 
for the inclusion of this species into CITES Appendix II (refer-
ence number CoP15 Prop. 11), where Ctenosaura oedirhina was 
“assumed to be mainly herbivorous and to feed opportunisti-
cally on small invertebrates.”
 It is possible that this predation was a unique event triggered 
by the artificially high density of Iguana iguana at this site. How-
ever, given that other closely related species of Ctenosaura have 
been documented to include saurian prey in their diet, with sau-
rophagy observed in both C. bakeri (Dirksen and Gutsche 2006. 
Elaphe 14:51–52) and in C. similis (Henderson 1973. J.Herpetol. 
7:27–33), it seems likely that this type of predation event might be 
more commonplace than is currently accredited to this genus.
 Further study would be required to elucidate whether this 
observation represents an isolated opportunistic predation 
event or whether saurian prey comprise a regular part of the 
natural diet of C. oedirhina.
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CYCLURA CYCHLURA INORNATA (Allen Cays Rock Iguana). 
MORTALITY. Ingestion of unnatural or atypical food items (es-
pecially human-produced refuse) by reptiles in nature can have 
significant negative consequences (Mrosovsky et al. 2010. Mar. 
Pollution Bull. 58:287–289). Here we report the apparent death 
of a Cyclura cychlura inornata following the ingestion of a ma-
rine sponge (Porifera). On 18 May 2009, a marked female (15.7 
years old; SVL ca. 28 cm) in a long-term study (Iverson et al. 2006.
Biol. Cons. 132:300–310) was found dead and nearly mummified 
along the southwest coastline of Leaf Cay in the Allen Cays in 
the northern Exuma Islands (site detailed in Iverson et al. 2004.
Herpetol. Monogr. 18:1–36). Although the carcass was nearly 
completely intact, detritivores had partially opened the ventral 
body wall, exposing the contents of her abdomen. The internal 
organs were mostly gone, but the space was completely filled 
with a large piece of dried marine sponge (ca. 4 cm × 2 cm × 1.5 
cm; Fig. 1). It appeared that she had ingested the large sponge, 
but that it had obstructed her gastrointestinal tract, causing her 
death. Whether she ingested the sponge during natural foraging, 
or during a tourist feeding event on the nearby landing beach 
is unknown. For example, on 25 May 2009 one of us (CRK) ob-
served an Exuma Islands Iguana (Cyclura cychlura figginsi) on 
Bitter Guana Cay in the central Exuma Islands foraging at the 
high tide line, and ingesting a small piece of marine sponge by 
its own choice (Fig. 2). In addition, we regularly observe both 
subspecies of iguana in the Exumas foraging among the wrack 
at the high tide line. However, we have also observed tourists 
throwing litter and beach wrack (from seaweed to sticks to dead 
sponges) toward iguanas almost daily on the Leaf Cay beach to 

induce them to come to feed. More specifically, we have occa-
sionally observed the ingestion of sponges by Allen Cays Iguanas 
under these conditions. Our observations suggest that although 
dead sponges may occasionally be part of the natural diet of 
these iguanas, they may sometimes be hazardous to the iguana’s 
health.
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HEMIDACTYLUS AGRIUS (Country Leaf-toed Gecko). REPRO-
DUCTION. Communal nesting has been recorded in several spe-
cies of lizards, including the families Teiidae (Magnusson and 
Lima 1984. J. Herpetol. 18:73–75), Polychrotidae (Rand 1967. 
Herpetologica 23:227–230; Estrada 1987. Poeyana 353:1–9), and, 

FIG. 2. Exuma Island Iguana foraging on a marine sponge at high 
tide line.

FIG. 1. Mummified carcass of Allen Cays Iguana that apparently died 
because of ingestion of a marine sponge.


